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ORIO _L~ATHJR •~:ll•! ··i~~;;~~~~t,,-
Constructiofl'SCheatite , 
causes deal. tC> CI'l.lnil>Ie 

• ' I ' .• ;•'· - ~ ..,,. , : • ' • • 

The partJleTShip needs seven . ; 1:h~ %1 h.id. fil~ fl fored~-ure 
.,1 __ ,.. · . · acnon in.Trumbull CouneyC.Ommon 

~ tDuc~iuPJO.~·of Pie.as ~ourt against Leatheiwooo 
.theO~Lealb#rWorl~.pro~ ·/~ip._ --~1 -·· <·/:)-;:: _, ~; ;us'-.._.~, . ' . . . \ ,; ':: .:,: . ,'~~~jti:i~:.J'~•mY ~~s 
.lrl•,r.1_: -~'r1·~ ~$ays, . .. the com~ny-o~J~i~tJf~J1 

, . .. , ·. · . " • · . . , : S200;000 m fines ~ -of 2on-
; . ·. . · · · · ByTIM ~CH . , ' in; .violations and $7~,000 for de-
' .• . : . Vl/i!XATOl')"RUMBI.Jtl.ST'Afl' : . . ·. molisbing a buil(iing on the site af-

... $P.ARD ~ · rtie agreement in ter a 1995 fire because. it had be­
which th~ city would ha:v~ gained · come a _safety hazard. 
ownership of ;the Ohio . tea:ther . . ~ t:inwt,a.ble.~ fo_r ~ther­
Woclcs property feU apart because· v,tk~P.artn~hi)1to.b~11DUl¥1 

i of the construction tuner.ab le. . for consttuctlon ofa ?~ildmg.in two 
l The schedule for Le3therworks: years and ~omplete 1r in a year. . 
! Parmer-ship to develop the ~d was If envmmmental · · problems 
j -not.satisfactory," Atty.joseph R.afi- cropped up on ~he la.1:1d. the com-
1 ~i, nnersh.ip general manager Pilll'f would receive a six-month ex-
' • F ·,l. · · • tension ' . nuoy. . , 
l . 'They ~id~'tfeel they could meet _ :1'hey ~tdf!'t feel rhey could m~t 
; _ it,"' Rafidi s.lld of the pa.1'tners, Cor- it~ Rafidi sai~ of the constructJ~n 
) dun Sch.iff and R.llph Carestia, both s,;he~:hlle. notmg rhe partner were 
: of th;e washi~on_. o.c.. area. _ _ looking. <1t SC"wffi years for co~tnic-
, Schaff, R.lfidi said. ltiid given hIS non. · · • - · • · , ·· 

approval of the settlement agree- On Tuesday,_ the pa~mhip was 
menr. but c:arestia ls the financier supposed co ~e the i:lty the d~d 
and raised questions about the rtm- to r~e property and ·$25,000 as a 
ing of construction on the i1 acres pamaJ payment for the dem'olirion 
along U.S. Rcute' 422. . work. 
· · Rafidt had said he would recom-
mend .ipprovat m Carestia. · See Leacht-r Works on Page B2 

~otinue-d mm 81 

Jnstructkm en lawsuic When 
chat didn't happen, Mayor j.a.mes 
Melfi instructed At'Cy. Richard 
Zellers <;f Youn~own to go fcr1vard 
with the lawsuit . 

R.atidi 4Cknowledged Melfi nego­
tiated the settlement in good faith. 
The mayor wanted ro hold rhe ccm­
pany's "feet w the fire" to assure 
work got under way. 

Bur he said the partners have 
constructed buildings around the 
country and are familiar with the 

time it take~ 
~1 can see boch sides ... Rafidi said. 
Rafidi Silid he believes Melfi 

woultl have worked with the pc1rt­

nershlp i.f added construction rime 
was needed. but pointed o:..t Melfi 
will not always be mayor. · 

· R.afidi said th~ partnership h.i:s 
spent $360,000 to purchase rhe 
propert'j and retain an an.ilitect. He 
noted the building that burned w~s 
noc insured because ir was vacant 
making the premiums too expen-
::;ive. · 


